Chronic herpes simplex virus and varicella zoster virus infection.
After defining such terms as persistent and chronic infection, latency, recurrence, recrudescence, and exogenous reinfection they are applied to infections with HSV and VZV. Possible factors determining pathogenicity are discussed, and an overview is given of the wide range of illnesses and case reports ascribed to HSV and VZV infections. Various types of infection afford different diagnostic procedures. Besides virus isolation supplemented by viral antigen identification IgG antibody tests (increase in titer) may be useful. IgG subtype and IgA antibody determinations appear to be of limited value. Despite the rather large number of available tests, there are still considerable shortcomings in their ultimate significance as to the patient's disease. Thus, some new experimental approaches are mentioned.